


Upcoming Webinars

• March 5 - Let’s Preserve Salsa (live demonstration)
- Julie Garden-Robinson, NDSU Extension food and nutrition specialist and professor

• March 12 - The Science Behind Indoor 
Plant Lighting 
- Esther McGinnis, NDSU Extension horticulturist and associate professor  



Presenter



• Please complete the short online survey that 
will be emailed to you after today’s webinar. It 
will take just a couple minutes!

• Be sure to sign up for an opportunity to win a 
prize in the drawing.  After submitting the 
survey, a form to fill out with your 
name/address will appear.  

Acknowledgement: This project was supported by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing 
Service through SCBG24-246. Its contents are solely the 
responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the official views of the USDA. 
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Types of Squash

SUMMER WINTER

Thin, soft skin Thick, hard skin

Picked immature Picked mature

Short storage Long storage
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▪ Early maturing (100 days or less)

▪ Flavorful

▪ Resist diseases (powdery mildew)

▪ Productive

▪ Locally adapted

Selecting Seeds



1. Direct 

✔ After danger of frost (mid to late May).

✔ Soil temps in the 60s.

✔ Summer: 6 inches apart; thin to 18–24 inches.  
Rows 6 feet apart.

Winter: 6–12 inches apart; thin to 18–36 inches. 
Rows 6–12 feet apart. 

Sowing



2. Transplants (winter squash only)

✔ Sow in early May, 3 weeks before transplanting.

✔ Peat pots or 2-inch plastic cells.

✔ Sow 2 seeds per pot/cell; thinning to 1 seedling.

✔ Space plants in field at 18 to 36 inches apart.

Sowing



▪ Seed starter or potting soil mix

▪ Warm beginnings

▪ Lots of light

▪ Do not overwater

Tips for Seed Starting
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Powdery Mildew
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Watering Squash

▪ Avoid overhead irrigation

▪ Irrigate in morning

▪ Water deeply, not frequently



Lisa Brown

Squash Vine 
Borer



Jim Jasinski, Ohio State University



Cucumber 
beetle

Lon&Queta



Katja Schulz



Rebecca A. Melanson, Mississippi State University



Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado State University



Lee  Summers





Lee Summers



Matt Harvey

Enjoy!
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Harvesting
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Harvesting Winter Squash
▪ Fruits tolerate light frost

▪ Clip fruits from stem

▪ Brush off soil

▪ Cure for a week under warm temps (70–85 °F) 



Storing Winter Squash
▪ Store under cool temps (50–60 °F)

▪ Wait times:

✔ None: Acorn, Delicata and Spaghetti

✔ One month: Buttercup and Kabocha

✔ Two months: Butternut



Photo Credits
This presentation is provided freely and for information 
purposes only. Photos used in this presentation are available 
under Creative Commons licenses specified by the 
photographer, allowing for adaptation, modification or building 
upon. Most photos were downloaded from Flickr.com, 
Pixabay.com, Bugwood.org or All-America Selections, and 
attribution to the photographer is on the photo in this 
presentation. Please contact Tom Kalb for specific URLs of 
photos.



Nondiscrimination Statement
NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and 
activities on the basis of age, color, gender 
expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, participation in lawful off-campus 
activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, public 
assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, spousal relationship to current employee, 
or veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries to 
Vice Provost, Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 100, 
701-231-7708, ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu. This 
publication will be made available in alternative 
formats for people with disabilities upon request, 
701-231-7881.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/JFAgreen508.pdf


Questions?

tom.kalb@ndsu.edu
ndsu.ag/homegardentrials




