
College of Arts + Sciences 
All College Meeting

October 3, 2024
• Welcome new faculty and staff
• NDSU Initiatives
• CAS

• Student success programs
• Research
• Outreach
• Future

• Foundation



NDSU College of Arts + Sciences (October 3, 2024)

School of Design, 
Architecture, Arts

(Visual Arts, Apparel 
& Retail

Merchandising)
Michael Strand
Architecture & 
Interior Design

Susan Kliman&Susan
Ray-Degges
Landscape 

Architecture, Disaster 
Resilience, and  

Emergency 
Management

Dominic Fischer& 
Sarah Kirkpatrick

Academic Units and Leadership
Biological Sciences

Julia Bowsher

Chemistry & 
Biochemistry

Greg Cook

Coatings & Polymeric 
Materials

Dean Webster

Physics
Sylvio May

Statistics
Rhonda Magel

Mathematics
Friedrich Littmann

Communication
Stephenson Beck

Psychology
Clayton Hilmert

Criminal Justice
Amy  Stichman

Sociology & 
Anthropology

Christopher Whitsel

Political Science & 
Public Policy
Nick Bauroth

School of Education
(Health/Physical 

Education)
Jenny Linker

Educational & 
Organizational 

Leadership
Nate Wood

Teacher Education
Ashley Baggett

Women & Gender 
Studies

Ashley Baggett

School of Humanities
History, Philosophy

Religious Studies
Global Studies
Dennis Coley

Div. of Performing Arts
Challey School of Music

John Miller
Theatre Arts
Mark Engler

Non-Academic 
Units and  

Leadership

NDSU Press
Suzzanne Kelly

Assistant Dean
Nadeje Alexandre

Assistant to the Dean
Diane Goede

Business Manager
Jenna Reno

Center for Social 
Research

Nancy Hodur

English
Sean Burt

Associate Dean
Jess Jung

Dean
Kimberly Wallin

Faculty Ambassadors



Bruce Kovanen, English

Bruce enjoys rowing, playing 
video games, and spending 
time with his family.

Boya Liu, Mathematics

Boya enjoys traveling and 
hiking in nature. He also likes 
playing racing games (he has 
a racing simulator at home).

Dwight Jilek, Music

Dwight enjoys family time—
he is coaching flag football 
this year. He also enjoys 
outdoor work projects and 
attending local concerts & 
sporting events.

Connie Koski, 
Criminal Justice

Connie likes to help manage 
her small hobby farm of 
approx. 20 goats and 15+ 
chickens with her family.



Daniel Lee, Music

Daniel enjoys conversation 
and food with friends. He is 
also a big fan of the various 
sci-fi universes (Star Trek, 
Star Wars, Stargate).

Anna Finley, Psychology

Anna likes to be out in nature 
hiking and camping with her 
family. She also likes to watch 
all kinds of movies.

Juncheng Lu, LADREM

Juncheng likes playing with 
his daughter and working out.

Lydia Nixon, 
Biological Sciences

Lydia enjoys cooking and 
spending time with her 
husband and cats.



Ashleah Wimberly, 
English

Outside of work, Ashleah
enjoys playing games.

Olvia Altstadt, 
Chemistry & Biochemistry

Olvia has two daughters that 
keep her very busy with 
extracurriculars. She enjoys 
cooking and calligraphy.

Emmanuel Nojang, 
LADREM 

E. loves to cook, referee 
and coach soccer, and 
renovate homes.



New Business Center Staff
Dionna Martel

Business Coordinator

- Primary contact for SoDAA

Minard 428 B12

(701) 231-4103

dionna.martel@ndsu.edu

Meagan Reaves

Business Coordinator

- Primary contact for Comm; CJ; PSPP

Minard 428 C4

(701) 231-4102

meagan.reaves@ndsu.edu

Wendy Breitbach

Business Coordinator

- Primary contact for Chem and BioChem

Minard 428 C10

(701) 231-5492

Wendy.Breitbach@ndsu.edu

mailto:dionna.martel@ndsu.edu
mailto:meagan.reaves@ndsu.edu
mailto:Wendy.Breitbach@ndsu.edu


NDSU Initiatives







International







Harmonizing Ideas into 
One Unified Direction

• 35,000+ web pages

• Our purpose: Strategy, 
Synchronized Messaging, 
Structure/Support, 
Templates, Improved 
User Experience 
and Performance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Janelle can you bring this photo in....in a smarter way? We have literally been asling folks to leap into unknown web territory without any guidance or organization. You can ditch the footer to make the image fit better



PCW and MAC Walk for Well-being
October 12th and 14th

12pm: 30-45 min

Founding PI’s: Michael Strand, Kimberly Wallin, Jolie Graybill

Funded by: NDSU Foundation Impact Grant



College of Arts and Sciences

Listening, learning, working with trust and 
openness

• Student Success
• By the Numbers
• Future



College of Arts + Sciences 
Peer Mentors

“…developed to encourage and support students toward 
success, personally, socially and academically, creating a 
positive and supportive community of peers who are 
available to advise, listen and share experiences.



Rhys O’Brian,
Secretary and Treasurer

Jessica Brown, Co-President
Ellee Pastwa, Co-President

Cadence Kline, Public Relations

Katelyn Hanson, Co-Vice President 

Katrina Cysewski, 
Co-Vice President

College of Arts + Sciences Student Ambassador
Executive Officers



Student Engagement Space



Student Engagement Space



UNIV 199 + First Year Experience

“…designed to help first-year students adjust to university, develop a better understanding of the 
learning process, and acquire essential academic success skills. Attaining an appropriate balance 
between personal freedom and social responsibility underlies all activities.”



The Social Classroom
Connections can be key to students’ academic success. Professors can help.

“…connecting students with their classmates isn’t just something that sounds nice 
or feels good. A growing body of evidence from neuroscience and related fields has 
shown that learning is enhanced — the human brain actually works differently —

in the company of other people…
[The] classroom remains one of the rare places where people who might have little 

else in common are asked to learn together, and from each other.”

Beckie Supiano, Chronical of Higher Education. November 2, 2023

https://www.chronicle.com/author/beckie-supiano


Syllabus + Lesson Themes

Belonging Academic Resources Purpose & Vision Emotional 
Intelligence & 
Resilience

Dialogue & Critical 
Reflection

Study Skills & 
Learning Styles

Wellness & Self-care Relationship 
between Art and 
Science

Time Management Academic Planning & 
Career Exploration

Working with 
Artificial Intelligence

Growth Mindset



College of Arts + Sciences Professional Advisors

Deb Moen, Lead Advisor
Currently Architecture & Landscape Arch.

Linda Fricker, Advisor
Anthropology, Criminal 
Justice, Emergency 
Management, English/Ed, 
Math/Ed, 
Philosophy/Ethics, Political 
Science, Sociology

Kelsey Seeba, Advisor
Agricultural Comm, Apparel, 
Retail Merchandising and Design, 
Art/Ed, History/Ed, Interior 
Design, Journalism, Management 
Comm, Music/Ed, Public History, 
Social Science/Ed, Spanish/Ed, 
Strategic Comm, 
Health Ed, Physical Ed

Patti Seidler, Advisor
Behavioral Statistics, Psychology, 
Statistics and Theatre Arts, 
Women and Gender Studies

Rob Glarum, In-Coming Advisor
Architecture

Polly Olson, Advisor
Biological Sciences, Physics/Ed

Jill Lodde-Greives, Advisor
Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, Biological Science 
Education, Chemistry/Ed, 
Comprehensive Science Ed, 
Earth Science Ed, 
Pre-Med and 
Pre-Professional



CAS Fall to Fall Retention Rates by Cohorts 2022 & 2023
2022

2023

+ 3.3%
+ 2.8%

+ 7.9%



Undergraduate Enrollment Graduate Enrollment

Undergraduate and Graduate Enrollment in CAS



Completed Student Credits Hours in Undergraduate 
and Graduate Courses in CAS

Undergraduate Courses Graduate Courses



R 1 - Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activities
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Where are we headed?

College of Arts + Sciences
A vibrant and diverse community dedicated to fostering 

intellectual curiosity, critical thinking, and creativity. 



0
1
2
3
4
5
6

Year 1

1 response: new/different name, no issues

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Year 3

Strategic Initiatives
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CAS Task Forces = shared faculty governance
 CAS Task forces Chair Member Member Member Member Member Alternate Alternate

 College Awards Jenny Linker, SoE
Zhongyu Yang, chem 

& biochem
Shuning Lu, 

communication
Eugene Caldona, CPM

Charlott Greub,  
SoDAA+

Adam Goldwyn, 
english

Dane Mataic, soc & 
anthro

Tony Flood, SoH

 PT&E Alan Denton, physics
Azar Ahmadov, 

mathematics
Suzzanne Kelley, 

NDSU press
Anastassiya 

Andrianova, english
James Nyachwaya, 

SoE
Anne Blakenship, SoH

Alison Bertolini, 
english

Chris Whistel, soc & 
anthro

Deans' discretionary fund Carrie Anne Platt, CAS
Marinus Otte, 

biological sciences
Joe Deutsh, SoE

Jeremy Hamm, 
psychology

Justin Benna, SoE Bradley Benton, SoH
Dmitri Kilin, chem & 

biochem
David Swenson, 

SoDAA+

Curriculum
Anna Maria Visilia,  

SoDAA+
Susan Ray-Degges,  

SoDAA+
Kelly Burns, music Teresa Shume, SoE

Catalin Ciuperca, 
mathematics

Stephenson Beck, 
communication

Marinus Otte, 
biological sciences

 Well-being Laura Parson, SoE Justin Pieterick, SoE
Jennifer Brandel, 

SoDAA+
Nadeje Alexandre, 

CAS
Stephenson Beck, 

communication
Eric Hobbie, physics

Workload equity 
Erin Gillam, biological 

sciences
Clayton Hilmert, 

psychology
Liza Gilblom, SoE Leah Irish, psychology

Julia Bowsher, 
biological sciences

Amanda Jo Cordova, 
SoH

Dennis Cooley, SoH
Michael Strand, 

SoDAA+
Julie Sandland, English

Student Progress
Jeanette Hoffman, 

SoE
Sangita Sinha, chem & 

biochem
David Swenson, 

SoDAA+
Karisa Templeton, 

music
Jessie Bauer, us & 

advising
Charlette Moe, music

Jeff Johnson, 
psychology

Azar Ahmadov, 
mathematics

Policy & Procedures Dean Bresciani, SoE
Katherine Duggan, 

psychology
Nick Bauroth, pspp

Kyle Vanderburg, 
music

Sarah Boonstoppel, 
pspp

Meghan Duda, 
SoDAA+

Caroline Hackerott, 
SoDAA+

Task force Chair Member Member Member Member Member Member Member Member
Graduate tuition waiver 
and stipends (existing)

Zoltan Majdik, 
communication

Dan Pemstein, polical 
science

Christina Weber, soc 
& anthro

Laura Parson, SoE Nate Wood, SoE Jenny Linker, SoE
Kendra Greenlee, 
biological sciences

Megan Orr, stats
Greg Cook, chem & 

biochem
DIER (additional members 

and working group has 
begun discussion on 

structure)

Andrew Croll, physics
Britt Heidinger, 

biological sciences
Christina Weber, soc 

& anthro
Brandon Foye, SoE Jaeha Lee, SoDAA+

Erin Conwell, 
psychology

Jamee Larson, english
Sangita Sinha, chem & 

biochem
Additional members



Strategic Initiatives Working Committee

• Facilitated by Melisa Pineres
• Co-lead the process

• Sarah Boonstoppel, PhD
• Rebecca Chatham Velazquez
• Daniel Lee
• Nate Wood
• Ned A. Dochtermann 
• Meghan Duda
• Kimberly Wallin, Ex officio
• Jess Jung, Ex officio

Tentative timeline
• Oct. 10 & 11: Workshops 
• Identify themes under NDSU’s 

Initiatives
• Oct. 25: Working group initial 

prioritization
• Nov. 4: Faculty and Staff Feedback
• Nov. 18: Initial Draft for Final 

Feedback
• Jan. 14: Implementation teams



College Ambassadors
• Inclusion

• Brandon Foye, Jacoba Iverson, Emily Vieweg, Jamee 
Larson, Andrew Croll 

• Research
• Dr. Mohi Quadir

• K-12 Outreach and Recruitment
• Elizabeth Carlson

• Service-Learning
• Dr. Jaeha Lee



Service-Learning Ambassador Project 

• Proposal to Pilot a Service-Learning 
(Community-Engaged Learning) 
Program in College of Arts and Sciences

• Co-pi’s: Jenni Momsen and Kimberly 
Wallin

• Funded by: Economic Diversification 
Research Funds. Established by the ND 
Legislature

This program is designed to: 
• integrate meaningful community 

service with instruction and 
reflection to enrich the learning 
experience

• teach civic responsibility, 
• and strengthen communities. 
The program aligns with NDSU mission 
to develop well-rounded, socially 
responsible graduates who contribute 
positively to society. 
Identify up to 5 existing courses taught 
spring 2025 to assist in service-
learning. 



Outreach, recruitment, & engagement
Fall 2024: 8 local high school visits, Discovery Days, and MN National 

College Fair and Twin Cities area high school visits, and more to come.



CAS Board of Advisor’s: Commitment to student, faculty, and staff success.  We expanding pre-
Law Club opportunities, build stakeholder student mentor program, work on our newly 
developed Strategic Initiatives, support and provide advise to dean’s office.



NDSU Foundation



Generous gift to support the ~10,000 sq. ft addition and 
refresh of Challey School of Music. 

Thank you Bob and Sheila Challey! 



CAS: Channels of Communication
• Departmental Meetings: Happy to join for part of a meeting
• CAS Insights + Inspirations: link is located in Resources
• Email directly: Kimberly.wallin@ndsu.edu Jessica.Jung@ndsu.edu

Nadeje.Alexandre@ndsu.edu
• Minard 202-204: Stop by Student Engagement Space and Dean’s Suite 
• 30-minute 1:1 meeting: schedule with Diane.Goede@ndsu.edu

https://www.ndsu.edu/artsandsciences/resources/insights_inspirations/
mailto:Kimberly.wallin@ndsu.edu
mailto:Jessica.Jung@ndsu.edu
mailto:Nadeje.Alexandre@ndsu.edu
mailto:Diane.Goede@ndsu.edu
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