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NDSU Extension’s goal is to empower North 
Dakotans to improve their lives and communities, 
and its educational efforts have an emphasis on 
strengthening agriculture and developing the 
potential of youth, families and communities.

■	 Extension is the front door to the land-grant 
university system and provides unbiased,  
science-based information to all North Dakotans.

■	 NDSU Extension helps farmers and ranchers 
improve their farm productivity, protect the 
nation’s food supply and strengthen the local 
economy. 

■	 NDSU Extension strengthens communities 
through engagement in 4-H, North Dakota’s 
largest youth organization. The 4-H program 
provides hands-on, real-life experiences to more 
than 6,300 youth in clubs assisted by 2,183 
volunteers. More than 30,000 youth are reached 
on an annual basis through 4-H activities. 4-H 
youth are four times more likely to contribute to 
their communities.

■	 NDSU Extension empowers citizens to be 
healthy and safe through education on ag 
safety, collaborating to distribute mental health 
resources to farmers and ranchers, and ensuring 
safe and healthy food for consumers. 

■	 During COVID-19, NDSU Extension personnel 
continued to provide exceptional service and 
information to clientele in person, and pivoted 
quickly to offer programs virtually as needed. 
In 2019, 92.3% of programs were delivered 
face-to-face, while in 2020, 62.5% of programs 
were delivered face-to-face, with the remainder 
delivered online or in a combination of online and 
face-to-face.

■	 More than 4,600 program sessions were 
held in 2020, reaching in excess of 304,000 
participants, an increase of more than 34,000 
from 2019.
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NDSU Extension Budget Request
 
THE NEEDS – 2021
■	CRITICAL PRIORITY – Restoration of  

NDSU Extension’s budget. Elimination  
of the governor’s 15% budget cut –  
$4.1 million

	 Restoration of 100% funding (a hold even 
budget) is vital for Extension work to 
continue. A 15% budget reduction would 
eliminate approximately 20 Extension 
positions, devastating our ability to serve 
the people and the state’s agriculture with 
our science and services.

■	Additional Priorities
	 Livestock Initiative – North Dakota’s livestock 

industry accounts for 16% of gross agricultural 
receipts and offers ample opportunity for growth. 
By providing technical knowledge needed to grow 
the industry, North Dakota can be on par with 
neighboring states with a larger and more vibrant 
livestock industry. 

	 Request: 4 specialists and operating support – 
$1,010,000

	 Agricultural Health and Safety – Educating our 
agriculture community on how to prevent dangerous 
situations from occurring is needed. The workforce 
of today is less experienced and may not have grown 
up on farms or ranches, making the need for safety 
training more important. 

	 Request: 3 specialists and operating support - 
$720,000

 
You can find your local legislators, by district, here:
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/
members/members-by-district

For a complete list of priorities see:  
https://tinyurl.com/Research-ExtensionNeeds

https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/members/members-by-district
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/members/members-by-district

