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11/8/23
Dear State Board of Agricultural Research and Education Board Members:

The Cavalier County Job Development Association board members would like to provide testimony in
support of a much-needed modernized foundation seed conditioning facility to be located on the campus of
the Langdon Research Extension Center (LREC). The LREC’s nine-county service area supports a high level of
cropping systems agriculture where demand for seed is very high. In addition, recent changes in cropping
system enterprises require modernized seed conditioning equipment. Finally, scale weighing upgrades as
demanded by the North Dakota Public Service Commissioner make it imperative to complete this effort
soon.

The region served by the LREC produces the highest level of registered and certified seed in ND. Much of
that seed is dependent on foundation grade seed coming from the LREC. The LREC foundation seed program
has been in existence since 1962 and has sold foundation grade seed to over 133 growers and/or other
seedsman in just the last 10 years. A new conditioning plant will allow this mission to continue into the
future.

In the last seven years our region’s producers have added peas, faba beans, dry beans and soybeans to their
rotations. Unfortunately, the old conditioning plant at the LREC is unable to condition peas, soybeans, faba
beans and other pulse crops. A new conditioning facility would allow conditioning of all crops demanded by
growers in our region.

A recent inspection from the North Dakota Public Service Commission revealed the 50-foot scale currently
used by the LREC for foundation seed sales is non-compliant with today’s standards (for weighing semis).
The LREC was given a five-year waiver allowing them to legally split weigh semis. After five years the scale
must be increased to 80 feet long. The $200,000 cost to bring the scale into compliance may not be worth
the expenditure if the seed conditioning plant is not modernized.

The Cavalier County Job Development Authority board members unanimously support this project and ask
that SBARE consider this as a high priority for North Dakota agriculture. The Cavalier County Strategic Plan
includes seven benchmarks, one of which is agriculture. Projects like this ensure that the plan’s goals of
continued growth and meeting the needs of local producers are met.

Sincerely,

Cavalier County JDA Board Members
Attachment: CCJDA Board Member list

Cavalier County IDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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