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     Growing

Easter

 Lilies

A little history on Easter lilies!!!

Each holiday is marked with a certain tradition; bunnies, dyed eggs, and Easter lilies are long aged symbols of the great holiday Eater.

Easter lilies are an American success story, prior to the 40’s; the majority of eater lily bulbs were exported to the United States from Japan.  After WWII the production of lilies were shifted to the U.S.    Just ten farms, located along the west coast, grow today over 95% of all bulbs grown for the production of potted Easter lilies.

Bulbs are then shipped to the greenhouse growers who will begin the long hard process of turning them into blooming Easter Lilies on Easter Sunday.  

This is the hard part, growing, them to the exact height and in full bloom all has to happen on one important day.  If the lilies aren’t in full bloom and at a nice height, which is going to buy them, Easter is only one day.

The growing process of Easter Liles!!! 

The bulbs usually arrive around the 14th of October, about 24 wks before Easter.

Usually started about 23 wks before Easter, around the 21st of October.

There are two different methods for growing the bulbs: Controls temperature forcing (CTF) and case-cooled (CC).  The method I have looked into is CTF.   This requires that bulbs are potted and rotted before cold treatment begins.   If uses this method you will start by  potting the bulb with I inch of media below, water in, recommed to use a fungicide at this point.  Then place in cooler at 63 deg.F for root initiation.  Around the 3rd of Nov.  Vernalization will start reset the cooler to 40deg. The most important set in the whole process is to keep good records, and always be checking.  At this point if there is any sprouting visible lower the temp.  Around the 18th week you should be moving the plants into the greenhouses.   Start the crop with 62 deg. Night and 68deg. Day.  Around the 5th of Jan. 50 percent of the crops should be emerged, recommend to lower temp. to allow slower growth.  Around the 19th buds will start to appear. Applying some nitrogen based fertilizer, to promote slow release characteristics.    Around the 2nd of Feb, plants should be about 10’’tall.  Around the 23rd of feb. buds are visible.  March 23rd buds are 2-3’’ long, check for aphids.   When buds appear to be 4-5’’ long, they will need to be put into the cooler at 35-40deg.F.   April 3-9 ship dates for all wholesalers. 
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Easter Sunday, lilies in full bloom!!!
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This information is following a medium timed Easter. Since Easter is never one the same date, this operation is tuff.. 

Leaf counting and Temperature

  Destructive leaf bud counting, done around Jan 27- Feb. 4.   Pick 12 plants with average growth 5-10’’ tall, examine the flower buds, count the number of leaves located under the first visible bud, this number will represents the number of leaves to be seen at flowering.  If no buds, raise temperatures.  The best way to do this is to sacrifice the leaves as you count, it’s easier to keep track this way.  [image: image4.jpg]


  The picture above shows two Horticulture students practicing this method.  
  



Easter lily growing is the 4th largest crop in wholesale value in the U.S. pot plant market, doing 37.4 million in ‘95’.  Also considered the hardest since it has the narrowest holiday sales window, only 2 weeks… A huge business, 11.5million Easter lily bulbs where shipped to greenhouses in ‘96’.   

The Eater Lily --- the Latin name is Lillium longiforum- native to southern islands.
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If you were interested in more information on Easter lilies or any other green house production crops, I would recommend taking Greenhouse production and Management, with Dr. Lee. You will learn about many different crops, and ways to manage a greenhouse production center, also you will see many neat things along the way, you are able to attend different tours of all the local greenhouse centers and also work a day at a wholesale greenhouse.  

