PEER CRITIQUE, Project #2, Art Review                         Nichols, Fall 14
Draft #1
Paper writer's name _______________ Critiquer's name ___________________

1)  Read through the draft before you and offer some initial reactions here (questions, observations, immediate impressions). What do you like, right off the bat? 
2)  Assess the introduction:  does it engage your interest and make you want to read further?  Does it adequately prepare you for what is to come? Is the subject clear? Remember that, with reviews aimed at general audiences, it’s ok to pitch the piece’s voice at about middle range (not too formal, but smart and not completely lax and slangish).
Write out a brief response about the introduction:
  
  

3)  Assess the thesis.  (The thesis for this paper should be a statement of evaluation about the work of art in question.)
Is the thesis clear? Is it evident and consistent fairly early on and throughout? Complete the sentence below and write a comment. (If you having trouble finding a thesis, let the writer know.) 
This review is mainly claiming that ________________________________.
  
  

4) Is the thesis well-supported in the body of the essay? All claims—from the thesis to the topic sentences of paragraphs—should be illustrated and supported with specific details and examples from the work of art in question. Offer suggestions.
5) Has the reviewer made clear his or her criteria—what they base their judgments on? If yes, state those criteria here:

A good [painting film CD play etc.] is one that ________________________

________________________________________________.

If you have trouble identifying the criteria or if the criteria are not yet fully clear, explain and offer suggestions:

6) Has the review clearly applied those criteria to the art work or artist in question? For instance, if, for this writer, a good movie is one that makes provokes thought, has the writer discussed and described scenes which do this? Or if, for this writer, a good CD is one that has a theme which binds all of the songs together, have the lyrics of specific songs been quoted which reveal that theme?
Discuss in a good paragraph:
7) Has the reviewer taken into account the needs and expectations of their particular audience? (Where, hypothetically, will this review be published?  Is the tone, diction, rhetorical stance, ethos, etc. appropriate?) Keep in mind that “place of publication” affects the writing style considerably, and that visual information (pictures, graphics, box-insets telling where something is playing or available…) is sometimes appropriate.
8) How effective, so far, is the writer's argument? That is, after reading the draft, do you feel convinced that the writer's thesis is valid and true? You want to finish the essay with a strong feeling that the work of art in question is/is not worth buying, viewing or reading, according to the writer's thesis. 
If you don't feel convinced, tell the writer where you think the argument is weak, or point out evidence which contradicts the thesis and which the writer may not have thought of themselves. Help the writer close any holes in their case. 
  

9) Reviews often come with graphics or insets. Can you offer suggestions for how this writer might include some of these visual points of interest?
  

10)  Any further questions or suggestions?
Hey, thanks for your feedback! 
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