English Studies Report

Governor’s School 2010

Facts about the Summer of 2010 and Other
In late June of  2010, the NDSU Governor’s School program in English Studies completed its second successful year. Below are a few facts:

· Length of program: 3 weeks
· Number of students:  13 (up 4 from previous year)
· Number of English faculty staff in 2010: 6 (up 1 from previous year)

· Number of  graduate student staff in 2010: 9 (up 6 from previous year)

· Number of students from the 2009 program who are or will be attending NDSU as freshmen in 2010-2011: 3 (one majoring in emergency management and two in English); a fourth student is considering a major here in English.

The Program
Our first week provided students a broad overview of university-level English Studies as well as professional tracks available to graduates.  

On day one, faculty representatives from Linguistics, Literature, Creative Writing, Rhetoric, Composition Studies, Technical Writing and English Education participated in a meet-and-greet, and students took "an English major's tour of campus," which included the Dept. of English, the School of Education, and the Northern Eclecta office (where the NDSU English Club produces its literary journal), as well as a “tour” of relevant NDSU websites. Students were also introduced to the intensive magazine project which would be the primary outcome of their three-week experience in Governor's School.

On days two through five, students gained a more in-depth look at the specific disciplines within English Studies. Each day concentrated on a given field, and was hosted by a variety of people from English—tenure-track faculty, lectures, MA and PhD students in English, as well as the department chair himself.  Mornings typically included a seminar and possible speaker, followed by a period of reading, reflection, and writing for their English Studies blog. Afternoons involved brief research, initial planning for their magazines, and visits to actual college classes in English Education and British Literature. One such class was a graduate-level workshop run by a English department-hosted visiting scholar, and a session on Native American rhetorics conducted by regional tribal elders.
The latter two weeks moved students into subdisciplinary topics such as spoken word poetry, social media and the internet, high school-to-college literacy, and literature in film.  Students also began intensive work on electronic magazine production. They conceived and designed three magazines, formed editorial boards, submitted work, judged work, and, ultimately, published their poems and stories in their newly created "zines." This gave them a valuable glimpse into real-world writing, editing, and publishing, and provided a good visual product for families and the state at large. 

At the end of the three weeks, a reception was held to celebrate their accomplishments. Before a large audience of parents, instructors, Governor's School staff and students in the Memorial Union, students performed work which ranged from flash fiction to poetry to personal memoir. Portions of their web magazines were displayed electronically, and informational fliers provided magazine web addresses.

Student Experience and Evaluation of Program
Our students’ evaluations of both the English Studies program and the larger Governor’s School experience were very positive.  Their responses are documented in two sets of evaluation forms. All indications are that the students had a highly satisfying experience, and several have remained in touch with their peers as well as their NDSU instructors.
Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia Nichols
English Studies Coordinator
