Exploratory Questions for Fight Club
Support your responses with details and examples from the text!

First: briefly review the novel's basic formal elements. You remember those from boot camp, right?
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See the Power Point currently displayed for more info.

1) Ok, why fight club??? Why Project Mayhem? Why do these guys want to pummel and be pummeled? See: all of Chap. 6.


·  Also: pp. 140-141, 135, 131, 113, 111, 101, 67 (refs to ancient rituals) 


2) Write some thoughts on how two or three of the following topics are represented in the novel: career, possessions/consumerism, identity, meaning of life. See:


·  pp. 129-130, 112, 102

·  p. 79 (“everyone feels like the center of attention but completely cut off from participating with anyone else”)

·  p. 101 (“I’m breaking my attachment…”)

·  p. 141 (“Advertising has these people…”)

·  p. 40 (“It used to be enough…”) What used to be enough? What is no longer enough?

·  p. 162

5) What is meant by “hitting bottom” in this story? See, for example, pp. 100, 85, 61.


6) Why is there such emphasis in this novel on bodily functions and visceral matter? Is it merely gratuitous or is it meaningful in some way? Does it connect to the work’s theme or purpose? Does it contribute in some way to a particular cultural discourse? 


The body; bodily waste; wasted bodies; visceral matter; bodily functions: 

·  p. 127

·  p. 126

·  pp. 81-82, 26

·  p. 128 (the garden and body parts in garden)

·  p. 125, house on Paper St. (& refs. to the house throughout)

7) What do you make of all the frequent one-liners (haiku and wise sayings) in the book? What view of “wisdom” and “knowledge” or “knowing” are represented? A few examples are:

The “near-life experience”

“The cancer I don’t have is everywhere now”

“You are not a beautiful and unique snowflake”

8) Comment meaningfully on 2 of the following:

a. Destructiveness & hostility: p. 54, 71, 89, 101 (“Disaster is a natural part of my evolution…toward tragedy and dissolution”), 114 (very last paragraph) -115.

b.  Psychology of sleep, dreams, insomnia.

c.  Destruction vs. downsizing: p. 115.

d.  The Kiss (Chap. 9 and elsewhere).

e.  Penises: p. 71 and elsewhere.

f.  Agency, Control: p. 54 and elsewhere.

g.  Jack’s hostility toward Marla, Chap. 7.

h.  Desensitization: 28 and elsewhere.

i.  The family: p. 41 and elsewhere.

j.  Manhood; men and women.

k.  Militarism.

l.  The nature of groups; group behavior; mobs.

m.  The double self

9)  To what critical lens does this novel best seem to lend itself? Explain your response.

10) What would you do if your teacher asked you to punch her in the face as hard as you could?

10) Just kidding.
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