Notes, Gov School Summer 2004, Tues. June 22
Updated schedule:  check it online. We’re 1 class behind.

For Thurs.: print out new schedule, bring 2 copies of your fiction draft.
Workshop:  Kristi’s poem on blog etc.

—We’ll touch on the following as we go along—

Character

Distinctive

Complex (always a bit mysterious; can’t pigeonhole)

Believable

Consistent

Truth-Telling Exercise
We’ll revisit this as we discuss your stories. 

What makes a character believable or a narrator credible?

· Details—selective

· Body language—needs to be dramatized in a story

· Authority in voice—what is that, exactly?

· Need to become a student of human psychology etc.

Look at Dollar Bill stories:  Connor and Brih
· Good use of in medias res

· Interesting, wry narrative voice

· Flash-fiction-like feel: compression; good, selective details that resonate.

· Good pacing.

· Avoided canned sentiments and melodrama.

· Nobody tried unusual plot structures:  flashbacks, framing. Also, noone exploited setting and other elements.
