Your name:  ______________________

Date:   _________________                      

Looking at Poetry by Jim Morrison, W.S. Merwin, and Arthur Rimabud

Points possible:  6      Due date:  March 30th
Purpose:  1) to help you gain insight into specific poems, poets, and genres; 2) to help you gain insight into your own reading practices, tastes, and responses; 3) to help you broaden and enrich your own reading practices, tastes, and responses.
Instructions:  open this document in Word and type in responses after each question. (Do not use bold font.)  When finished, print out your work, STAPLE it, and bring it to class on Tues. the 30th.
Jim Morrison
1) How big a Doors fan are you? Discuss your feelings about their music and career.
2) Describe your general impressions of the Jim Morrison lyrics provided in our class packet and make some observations about them in a brief paragraph. (The class packet of his lyrics can be found at: http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/instruct/cinichol/Classes/PoetryofRock/DoorsLyrics.htm )
3) Which of the Morrison lyrics do you think are best and why?  Which are worst and why?  Be very specific, citing individual lyrics as well as particular lines and passages to support and illustrate your comments.
4) What are some lines or passages from the lyrics that you especially like, or find especially interesting, curious, evocative, imaginative, thought provoking or emotionally moving?  Quote or summarize those lines or passages here, and explain why you chose them. 
W.S. Merwin

5) Describe your general impressions of W.S. Merwin’s poems and makes some observations about them in a brief paragraph. (Access his poems at 
http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/instruct/cinichol/Classes/CreativeWriting/323MiscpoemsMerwin.htm )
6) Which of the Merwin poems do you think are best and why?  Which are worst and why?  Be very specific, citing individual poems as well as particular lines and passages to support and illustrate your comments
7) What are some lines or passages from Merwin’s work that you especially like, or find especially interesting, curious, evocative, imaginative, thought provoking, irritating, or emotionally moving?  Quote or summarize those lines or passages here, and explain why you chose them. 

Arthur Rimbaud

8) Describe your general impressions of the Rimbaud’s poems provided in our class packet and make some observations about them in a brief paragraph. (Access his poems at 
http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/instruct/cinichol/Classes/PoetryofRock/Rimbaud.htm )
9) Which of the Merwin poems do you think are best and why?  Which are worst and why?  Be very specific, citing individual poems as well as particular lines and passages to support and illustrate your comments
10) What are some lines or passages from Rimbaud’s work that you especially like, or find especially interesting, curious, evocative, imaginative, thought provoking, irritating, or emotionally moving?  Quote or summarize those lines or passages here, and explain why you chose them.
About You, a Reader of Poems

11) Look back over your answers to all of the above questions, then write a short profile of yourself as a reader of poetry.  In your self-profile, respond to at least SEVERAL of the following questions:  how would you describe your own reading practices, tastes, and responses?  When you read poems of any kind, are you generally open-minded? confused? amused? intrigued? patient? depressed? annoyed? inspired? When you read any poem, what is it you are generally expecting and hoping to find?  What do you do when you DON’T find what you’re expecting or hoping for?  How, do you suppose, might you could become a “better reader”—and what exactly would that mean?
12)  In a few sentences, makes some meaningful observations and/or ask some questions about this worksheet.
